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TRANSMITTAL OF SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE BEFORE 
THE MAILING DATE OF A FINAL ACTION UNDER §1.113, A NOTICE OF 
ALLOWANCE UNDER §1.311, OR AN ACTION THAT OTHERWISE CLOSES 
PROSECUTION IN THE APPLICATION TO SUBMIT ART FIRST CITED IN A 
COMMUNICATION FROM A FOREIGN PATENT OFFICE IN A 
COUNTERPART FOREIGN APPLICATION 
(37 C.F.R. §1.97 (c)(1) and (e)(1)) 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1.97 encouraging the filing of an information disclosure 
statement, Applicant submits this paper in compliance with his duty of disclosure as set forth in 
37C.F.R. §1.56. 



Applicant wishes to introduce art having some relevance to the present application, 
which has been listed on the attached PTO/SB/08A and PTO/SB/08B forms. These forms 
include six (6) United States patent documents, one (1) foreign patent document, and two (2) 
non-patent literature items. No representation is made that a specific search has been made by 
Applicant, that the information is material to the claimed subject matter, or that the information 
represents the only or the best information. The references were cited in the search report for the 
corresponding European patent application. Applicant received the supplemental search report 
for the corresponding European patent application on March 18, 2002. 
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Applicant does not admit that any of the information he has provided is necessarily prior 
to his invention but rather it is information of which he is aware and believes should be provided 
to the Office in fulfillment of the duty of disclosure. Any question that may arise regarding the 
priority of a specific document shall be resolved during prosecution. 

The information provided herewith is in the English language. The referenced art is 
being cited for the express purpose of providing the Patent and Trademark Office with the 
opportunity to make an evaluation and to arrive at an independent assessment of materiality of 
each document, if any, to the examination of this application. The Examiner is requested to 
disregard any marking on the enclosed copies of the cited documents. Markings on the enclosed 
copies should not be regarded as necessarily pointing out the portions of the subject documents 
regarded by the Applicant as relevant to the subject application. Applicant respectfully requests 
that the information cited be made of record in the subject case. 



The present information disclosure statement is being submitted prior to the mailing 
date of a final action under §1.113, a notice of allowance under §1.311, or an action that 
otherwise closes prosecution in the application. 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c)(1). Each item of 
information contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited in a 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more 
than three (3) months prior to the filing of the information disclosure statement. No fee is 
due with the filing of this paper. 37 CFR §1.97 (e)(1). 
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24500 Center Ridge Road, Suite 280 
Westlake, OH 44145 
Telephone: (440)808-0011 
Facsimile: (440) 808-0657 
Attorney for Applicant 
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